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Where They Live

▪ The common earthworm is found in a 
multitude of places such as:

North America

Europe 

Western Asia



Where Do They Live in the Soil?

▪ There are three layers of soil 
earthworms are found in:

The epigeic species are found at
the soil’s surface.

The endogeic species are found in 
the upper soil.

The anecic species are found in
deep soil.

More on Each layer:

Epigeic is for species that are 
always in contact with the soil 
surface (cannot fly, burrow, or 
swim)

Endogeic is for species living in 
upper soil regions (no permanent 
burrows)

Anecic is for species living deep
into the soil



Role in the Soil

▪ Earthworms play a vital role in soil health. More specifically they are able 
to help:

Increase microbial activity

Provide root growth channels

Improve water-holding capacity

▪ Their most important job could be their role as decomposers and 
recyclers



Why are Earthworms Important?

▪ Earthworms are important to their ecosystems and to us as they keep 
the soil healthy. 

▪ They are also important to us because a healthy ecosystem provides 
better land that we are able to work with and to create natural beauty 
we can enjoy. 



Threats?

▪ Earthworms are currently listed at the level of least concern.

▪ Here are a few things you can do to encourage earthworms 
around you:

Ensure the soil pH level is above 4.5

Increase organic matter 

Permanent pasture, green manure crops ,crop stubble, and rotating pasture 
with crops all help build organic matter. 

Reduce use of some fertilizer and fungicides, keep the soil moist, improve 
drainage
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